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On behalf of the entire nation, its Govern-
ment, and the people of Mongolia, I wish
to extend our sincere gratitude to President
Bush for his initiative, to the Government,
and the people of the United States for their
confidence and support rendered to Mon-
golia. Thank you.

President Bush. Thanks very much.

President Enkhbayar. The idea of re-
warding the successful democracies through
supporting their goals inspired the Mongo-
lians from the beginning of this initiative. We
welcome the concept for—we sense that the
initiative will eventually contribute to the
betterment of the life of ordinary people.
Mongolia also appreciates and upholds the
principle of aid with accountability and own-
ership advocated by the Government of the
United States. Indeed, the whole process
through we have arrived at the signing of this
compact today is a testimony to our shared
commitment to ensuring the—/[inaudible]—
good governance and accountability to our
citizens.

We have to always remember—and I know
that those are the people who elect us and
sometimes criticize us and say whatever they
think about us.

President Bush. So it happens there as
well? [Laughter]

President Enkhbayar. As a partner coun-
try of the MCC program, Mongolia has been
truly in the driver’s seat at every stage of
identifying its own development priorities
and investment needs and policy directions.
This new approach of cooperation is the key
to ensuring efficiency and effectiveness of
the program. The compact prepared through
the broad consultative approach in Mongolia
will support our efforts to broaden and deep-
en the country’s economic development, fo-
cusing on four key areas.

These areas are in the line with Mongolia’s
national development strategy, the draft of
which was submitted to the Parliament for
the consultation and approval. The strategy
sets out the vision of a democratic society
centered on developing a healthy and edu-
cated citizen and a prosperous private-sector-
led economy, a society of true partnership
and Mongol stakeholders, including the civil
society.
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I am confident that the compact program
will have a truly transformational impact on
Mongolia’s poverty reduction efforts through
investment in our human capital, rehabilita-
tion of vital transportation infrastructure, and
strengthening the institutional capacity of the
public service agencies.

It should be noted that the compact is
about opportunity and excess. We want our
people to seize this opportunity to improve
their livelihood with training and employ-
ment, to participate and benefit from the
country’s economic growth, to have access to
high-quality service and education.

“Hand-in-hand action has to have the tro-
phy,” says a Mongolian proverb. I'm certain
that this compact will inspire long-lasting,
fruitful, and mutually beneficial cooperation
between the United States of America and
Mongolia. Now we will embark upon the task
of successfully transforming our people’s
ideas and expectations into reality. Your sup-
port has been indispensable in reaching this
point, and we trust in your continued part-
nership in the future.

Mr. President, friends, and colleagues,
thank you again for this memorable occasion.
And T would like to again invite President
Bush to visit Mongolia after he goes to Bei-
jing Olympics. President Bush knows that it’s
not very far away from Beijing.

President Bush. That's right. [Laughter]

President Enkhbayar. And I hope that
he will again enjoy the hospitality of the
Mongolian people.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

NoTE: The President spoke at 11:53 a.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Remarks on Congressional Action on
Supplemental Appropriations
October 22, 2007

Thank you all for joining me. I just finished
visiting with veterans and members of mili-
tary support organizations, the family of the
fallen. Thank you all for being here. I'm
proud you're here.

These patriots have come to the Oval Of-
fice to make sure and to make clear that our
troops have the full commitment of our Gov-
ernment. And I strongly agree that we must
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provide our troops with the help and support
they need to get the job done. Parts of this
war are complicated, but one part is not, and
that is, America should do what it takes to
support our troops and protect our people.
And today I sent Congress an updated sup-
plemental war funding request that will do
just that.

The majority of the supplemental funding
is for day-to-day military operations in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. The bill provides for
basic needs like bullets and body armor, pro-
tection against IEDs, and Mine Resistant
Ambush Protected vehicles. It also funds
training missions, vital Embassy programs,
improvements in Iraq and Iraqi security
forces, and intelligence operations that pro-
tect our troops. These are urgent military ne-
cessities, and the supplemental was prepared
in close consultation with our commanders
on the ground. This funding is what General
Petracus and other military leaders say we
need, and Congress ought to give it to them.

Our military commanders will use this
money to continue carrying out their mis-
sions in Afghanistan and Iraq. In Afghani-
stan, our troops, NATO allies, and Afghan
forces are making gains against the Taliban
and Al Qaida. In Iraq, our campaign to pro-
vide security for the Iragi people has been
difficult and dangerous, but it is achieving
results. Al Qaida and other extremists have
been driven from strongholds in places like
Anbar Province and parts of Diyala Province.
In Baghdad, the number of Iraqi civilians
murdered by terrorists and death squads is
down sharply. Throughout Iraq, the number
of American service members killed in Sep-
tember was the lowest since July 2006. And
the level of violence during Ramadan was
down significantly from last year.

Last month, General Petraeus said he be-
lieves that our successes in Iraq mean we
can maintain the same level of security with
fewer American forces. I accepted this rec-
ommendation that we not replace about
2,200 marines who left Anbar last month. We
expect to bring home another 3,500 soldiers
by Christmas. The funds in the supplemental
are crucial to continuing this policy of return
on success. Every Member of Congress who
wants to see both success in Iraq and our
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troops begin to come home should strongly
support this bill.

I know some in Congress are against the
war and are seeking ways to demonstrate that
opposition. I recognize their position, and
they should make their views heard, but they
ought to make sure our troops have what it
takes to succeed. Our men and women on
the frontlines should not be caught in the
middle of partisan disagreements in Wash-
ington, DC. I often hear that war critics op-
pose my decisions, but still support the
troops. Well, I'll take them at their word, and
this is the chance for them to show it, that
they support the troops.

Along with support for our troops in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, the supplemental also in-
cludes emergency funding for other critical
national security needs. It includes money to
improve medical care for our wounded war-
riors. It funds equipment repair and up-
grades the strategic readiness of the Army.
It provides crucial relief for Iraqi refugees.
It supports the peacekeeping mission of the
United Nations in Darfur. It delivers vital as-
sistance for our partners in Mexico and Cen-
tral America, who are working to break up
drug cartels and fight organized crime and
stop human trafficking. All of these are ur-
gent priorities of the United States, and the
Congress ought to fund them without delay.

One reason Congress can move the sup-
plemental quickly is that it’s had more than
8 months to study most of the provisions. In
fact, nearly 75 percent of the funding re-
quested in the supplemental was submitted
along with my annual budget in February.
We took this step in direct response to re-
quests from Congress. Members of Congress
should consider the supplemental promptly.
They should keep it focused on true neces-
sities, not pet projects. And they should pass
a good, clean bill as soon as possible. Con-
gress should not go home for the holidays
while our troops are still waiting for the funds
they need.

In addition to passing the supplemental,
Congress also needs to complete clean ap-
propriations bills for the Departments of De-
fense and Veterans Affairs. The House and
the Senate have passed versions of both these
bills, but leaders in the House have not yet
named conferees. They should name them
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now so that Members of Congress can work
out their differences and send me these vital
bills as soon as possible.

I want to thank all those who are standing
with me today for their strong support for
our troops, our veterans, and our military

families. May God bless you all. Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:48 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to Gen. David H. Petraeus,
USA, commanding general, Multi-National
Force—Iraq.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Request for Fiscal Year 2008
Supplemental Appropriations for
Ongoing Military and Intelligence
Operations and Selected Other
International Activities

October 22, 2007

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed amendments to my FY 2008 Budget
request that will provide additional resources
for ongoing military and intelligence oper-
ations in support of Operation Iraqi Free-
dom, Operation Enduring Freedom, and se-
lected other international activities. These
funds will support U.S. efforts to improve
stability in these regions. This request is also
consistent with the assessments provided by
General David Petracus and Ambassador
Ryan Crocker last month and my Iraq
Benchmark Assessment Report, as it contains
funds to maintain the current pace of oper-
ations into FY 2008 and takes into account
plans to redeploy five Army brigades by next
summer, should conditions on the ground
permit.

This request includes funds to improve the
protection of our forces by procuring addi-
tional Mine Resistant Ambush Protected ve-
hicles, which have proved highly effective in
countering improvised explosive devices. It
also supports pre-deployment training for
ground forces; supports the repair, replace-
ment, or supplement of equipment worn out
or lost in military operations; upgrades equip-
ment based on lessons learned to date; re-
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plenishes depleted prepositioned stocks; and
fills shortages in non-deployed units caused
by the creation of equipment pools in the-
ater.

In addition, it helps support our military
and their families by funding a range of need-
ed services. For example, the request funds
the development of a sustainable medical
and rehabilitation system to properly care for
our wounded warriors. The request also
funds enhanced support for servicemembers
and their families to mitigate the effect of
repeated and continued deployments of the
all-volunteer force.

These amendments include funding for
urgent and unanticipated international pro-
grams, including support for extraordinary
security and operating costs associated with
U.S. diplomatic activity in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, for assistance to internally displaced
persons in Iraq and Iraqi refugees, and to
help create political and economic stability
in Afghanistan.

I hereby designate the specific proposals
in the amounts requested herein as emer-
gency requirements. This request represents
urgent and essential requirements and I en-
courage you to take up this FY 2008 funding
as soon as possible. The details of the request
are set forth in the enclosed letter from the
Director of the Office of Management and
Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

Remarks on Presenting
Posthumously the Congressional
Medal of Honor to Lieutenant
Michael P. Murphy

October 22, 2007

Please be seated. Good afternoon, and
welcome to the White House. The Medal of
Honor is the highest military decoration that
a President can bestow. It recognizes gal-
lantry that goes above and beyond the call
of duty in the face of an enemy attack. The
tradition of awarding this honor began during
the Civil War. And many of those who have
received the medal have given their lives in
the action that earned it.



